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Histoplasma capsulutun^ described by Darling (1906), is a yeast-like Histoplasma
organism, oval or round in shape, with a diameter of 1 to 4^ and
possessing a thick capsule (see Fig. 80).  It has been cultured on
Sabouraud's medium and blood agar by Do Monbreun and appears
both as a yeast-like form and as a mycelium; intravenous inoculation
of the yeast-like cultures
into monkeys (Macacux	:";', •• •   , ^ „
rhesus) produces a fatal	/., •••	*     ,,        **••
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infection     within    two
weeks.
3.-MORBID
ANATOMY
Necropsy may reveal dis-
seminated whitish granu-
le mas   in  the lungs,
enlargement of the liver
with localized or diffuse
arborescent     greyish
necrotic     lesions     and
cirrhosis, considerable
splenomegaly,    enlarge-
ment of the abdominal,
thoracic, or even cervical
lymphatic   glands,   and
numerous   small  ulcers
involving the small intes-
tine and colon. The intestinal lesions vary from 0-2 to 2-0 cm. in diameter
and show hyperplasia, necrosis, ulceration, and haemorrhage at different
stages (Darling, 1908). Puckered pigmented scars may mark the site of
former ulcers. Microscopical examination of the tissues reveals enorm- Micro-
ous quantities of the yeast-like organisms packed within the reticulo- sc°Plcal
endothelial cells of the lung, liver, spleen, intestine, lymphatic glands,
and bone marrow. Dodd and Tompkins believed that the part played
by the large mononuclears in the plugging of blood-vessels, in the
collapse of the alveoli of the lung, in the massive invasions of the bone
marrow, and in the destruction of red cells explained many of the
symptoms of the disease.
fig. 80.—Histoplasma capsulatum in macrophage
from smear of human lymphatic gland, x 2000.
(From Protozoology, by C. M. Wenyon)
Macro-
4.-CLINICAL PICTURE
The onset is gradual, and chronic cough may have been present for Symptoms
years.  Early symptoms include generalized pains, remittent fever,
anaemia, emaciation, lassitude, and weakness. Anorexia, abdominal
pain, and vomiting may be present, and diarrhoea with or without blood
or mucus may be complained of. Pulmonary features with chronic

